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3 March, 2009         Term 1 Week 6 2009 

Dear Parents, 

One of the 2009 strategic goals for Prouille is focused on developing our Dominican heritage and building sustainable 
“outreach”  components in the Religious Education Curriculum K-6.  Building ties with St Lucy’s is a natural place 
to start; I strongly believe that St Lucy’s School has so much to offer Prouille students, staff and parents/friends.  
At the beginning of 2009, St Lucy’s Principal, Mrs Jo Karaolis, invited all Prouille staff for afternoon tea 
to “plant a seed”  and investigate “possibilities”  for 2009 and beyond.  Jointly, both schools are now in conversation 
re possible sustainable programmes and initiatives that can be incorporated into our respective curriculums. 
In 2009, Prouille School is developing new Mission and Vision Statements.  St Lucy’s School and Prouille School 
were established by the Dominican religious order, and Prouille will draw on the Dominican charisms that permeate 
both schools to ensure the spirit of St Dominic flourishes.  
On Ash Wednesday, Prouille students participated with St Lucy’s students in a very moving liturgy at Prouille. 
The attached photo shows a beautiful “connection”  and the start of us realising new “possibilities” . 

 

125 Years of Teaching in Catholic Schools 
Congratulations to the following teachers at Prouille who were recognised at last week©s Diocesan Schools Staff Mass 
for 25 years (each) of teaching in the Catholic Schools System:  
- Mrs Carmel Chivers 
- Mrs Linda O©Brien 
- Mrs Cheryl Ives 
- Mrs Tanya Armstrong 
- Mrs Louise Tamone 
Class/Year Lists for Parents 

Please write a note to the Principal by next Friday (6 March) if you do not wish your Family & Student Residential 
Details to be put on a Class/Year List to be distributed to other parents in your child’s class/year. 
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2. 

Cluster Swimming Carnival – Prouille School – 1st Place! ! !  
Congratulations to the following champions who represented Prouille at the recent North Shore Cluster Swimming 
Carnival at Lane Cove Pool:  Shannon Ashton, Chloe Vardy, Bethany Green, Emma Andrews, Maddison Dean-Jones, 
Isabella Sharpe, Emily Austin, Katie Austin, Sarah Vardy, Angie Slattery, Dominique Bell, Olivia Johnson, 
? Maddison Bell,? Holly Hunt, Matthew Kelly, Jared Pejkovic, James Freidman, Nathan Mandla, Michael Crouch, 
Jonathon Crouch, Griffin Carroll, Nick Fay, James Mandla, Declan Montgomery, Ryley Delmage, Anthony Kelly, 
Joel Kelly, Sean McCormack, Finn Spalding and Will Banham. 
 “ How can parents assist with Literacy in the classroom?”   
The first of these three excellent workshops on “ How can parents assist with Literacy in the classroom?”  will be held 
this Wednesday.  The Presenter will be Mrs Wendy Bean.  Dates and times for these workshops are: 

1. Wednesday   4 March   9.00 am to 10.30 am TOMORROW 
2. Wednesday  11 March  9.00 am to 10.30 am  
3. Wednesday  18 March  9.00 am to 10.30 am 

A crèche will be available to assist parents with young children to attend. 
Chess in Term 2 
In Term 2, Chess will be conducted at school on Thursdays.  This change of day now avoids conflict with the 
Primary classes’  sport programme.  
Prayers Please 
Please remember the Morgan family (Hamish & Spencer 6F) who celebrated the life of their Uncle at his funeral 
recently.  
Wanted Please 
We are searching for 2 portable partitions (approximately 1.5 m  x  1.5 m) – sometimes they are made carpeted and 
suitable as pinboards too.   We are trying to tidy the School Hall and feel that 2 portable partitions will improve 
aesthetics when placed either side of the stage. 
Free to Good Home 
The old piano in our hall is going to be removed.  There are some tuning problems with it and I’m led to believe, 
it may need to be taken to the tip.  Please see the office if you’d like it or if you are able to assist with removal for 
tipping.  
Messages of Appreciation 
Thank you to all the families who assisted at last weekend’s working bee … So much was achieved! … 
Particular thanks go to Pauline and Maree for co-ordinating the entire affair … Thank you, also, to Joe who assisted 
before the Working Bee attending to several “specialist”  jobs … We are now all enjoying tidier grounds, 
rearrangements in the Hall, less junk, a tennis-ball hitting wall, fresh paint, various gates and a myriad of completed 
odd jobs! 

Yours sincerely,   

 

Philip Ledlin  � �  
Principal    

MORNING TEA – FRIDAY 6TH MARCH – WHOLE SCHOOL INVITED – ST THOMAS’  PLAYGROUND 

Kindy (KT and KM) are hosting a Morning Tea for the whole school straight after 
Assembly this Friday 6th March on St Thomas’  playground (Green ‘grass’  K-2 area). 
KT and KM parents - please bring a plate of food to share. Younger siblings welcome.  
This is another excellent chance for Kindy Mums and Dads to meet each other and other 
parents in the school.  Please join us after Assembly.  Any questions:  please phone 
Sally 0433 817 114 or email oongs@optusnet.com.au 

Kindy Class Mums  
(Sally Oong, Kylie Lee, Alyssa Nalywajko,  
 Katrina Scott and June Baek)   
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3.                                                                                                                                      

 IMPORTANT DATES 

04.03.09 Wednesday 9.00 am – 10.30 am – Session 1 for  Parents:  “ How can parents assist with 
   L iteracy in the classroom?”   A creche will be provided to assist parents attending. 
05.03.09 Thursday Director /Pr incipals’  Meeting – full day. 
   6.00 pm – Diocesan Swimming Carnival at Mingara. 
06.03.09 Fr iday Whole School invited to Morning Tea by Kindy Mums after  Assembly to be held  
   on St Thomas’  Playground. 
10.03.09 Tuesday 9.00 am – Year  4 Excursion to The Rocks. 
11.03.09 Wednesday 9.00 am – 10.30 am – Session 2 for  Parents:  “ How can parents assist with 
   L iteracy in the classroom?”   A creche will be provided to assist parents attending. 
12.03.09 Thursday Pr incipals’  Association Meeting. 
13.03.09 Fr iday Year  3 Parents/Carers’  Morning Tea at  25 Havilah Avenue, Wahroonga. 
18.03.09 Wednesday 9.00 am – 10.30 am – Session 3 for  Parents:  “ How can parents assist with 
   L iteracy in the classroom?”   A creche will be provided to assist parents attending. 
29.03.09 Sunday 9.15 am – Year  2 Par ish/School Mass at Holy Name Church. 
31.03.09 Tuesday Lunchtime Recital.  
09.04.09 Thursday Holy Thursday.  Last day of Term 1. 
Special Date Reminders 
28.04.09 Tuesday First day of Term 2 for  Prouille students. 
04.05.09 Monday Staff Development Day – Pupil Free – All Staff at Santa Mar ia Del Monte School 
   at Strathfield.  
07.05.09 Thursday 9.30 am – 11.00 am – Prouille Open Day for  2010 prospective enrolments. 

 
�  Prouille Newsletter is now available on our website:  www.prouille.com.au 
�  Prouille Parents & Friends’  Newsletter available online at www.prouillepandf.com.au 
�  Uniform Shop  opens Tuesdays 8.50 am – 9.30 am & Thursdays 2.30 pm – 3.30 pm 

BAND NEWS 

Band is on for all musicians this Friday.  7.45 am – Junior Band in the Library. 

 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
God of Justice, 

We ask that you help us learn to play fair in the way we share food and water  
with those less fortunate in our world. 

We ask that you help us learn to play fair in the way we treat others,  
knowing that you made all people equal. 

We ask that you help us learn to play fair in how to use our earth’s resources wisely, 
 so that our world and all its creatures continue to survive and grow. 

We ask that you help us learn to play fair so that we work towards a world 
 where everyone is treated with dignity and respect. 

Amen. 

We are now in the Church Season of Lent.  During this time we experience changes within our Church and in our 
Liturgy that reflects the meaning and reason of Lent.  Purple/Violet becomes the liturgical colour seen on Church 
banners and the priest’s vestments; we lessen the decorations within our Church, such as flowers; we do not use 
“Alleluia” or pray the “Gloria”.  

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday and continues through until Easter.  The significance of Ash Wednesday and the use 
of ashes is to show our desire to turn away from sin and to follow the Gospel – the Word of our Lord.  As we journey 
with Jesus during Lent, we are challenged to think about how we can better open our hearts and our minds to live as 
Jesus showed us. 

The ashes were once the palms on Palm Sunday, and so they are ashes of hope.  They remind us that all of creation 
is connected and comes from God – that we come from the earth and return to the earth.  They remind us that we are 
called to work for justice for all of God’s creation. 
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4. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS Cont. 

Thank you to the following children for their assistance and co-operation with our whole school Ash Wednesday 
liturgy held last week, in conjunction with some special visitors from St Lucy’s.  Each of the children contributed 
so beautifully and helped create a special and reverent environment. 
To the Sacred Space contributors:  Hamish (6F) and Emma (6F); 
To the Readers: Caroline (6F), Holly (6F), Neema (5T), Jonathan (5T), Will (5T), Maddison (5T), Nick (5T), 
Kymberlee (5T), Joel (5T), Rebecca (4H), Chrissie (4H), Anthony (4H) and Jack (4H). 
To the Liturgy Assistants: Julia (6F) and Ryley (4H) 
To all the children in 2D who contributed to the Sacred Space, as well as be buddies to the St Lucy’s children: Armin, 
Lauren, Conor, Maegen, Cameron, Hattie, Katia, Harry, Maddy, Max, Ella, Liam, Sienna, Luke, Patricia, Olivia, Katie, 
Leyton, Callum, Rebecca, Sophia, Patrick and Natasha. 
Also a big thank you to the school choir and Mrs Amanda O’Brien for leading us in the singing. 
Project Compassion:  This is a major fundraiser for the Catholic charity organisation, Caritas.  Presently, the children 
have in each of their classes a Project Compassion box, and are learning within the Religious Education lessons 
ways through which we can support those in our world who are in need.  A display has been placed in our school 
display window/notice board which visually represents how the money raised is delegated to the many wonderful 
Caritas projects that are happening in our nation and world.  If you would like to find out more information about 
Caritas, go to www.caritas.org.au 
Be More Challenge:  Archbishop Oscar Romero once said, “Aspire not to have more, but to BE more.”  With this 
quote in mind, along with the desire to offer more to the community in which we live daily, Caritas has set up 
an interactive website ideal for people aged 10 and over.  The teachers in Years 4, 5 & 6 may soon be integrating 
this website into their Lenten focus, however, the way in which it is set up, it can be done outside of school.  If you 
wish to explore this more as a family, the website link is www.bemore.org.au 
Seasons for  Growth:  This is a program that has been operating in Catholic schools for at least ten years, and is 
designed for children who experience grief in relation to bereavement, family break-up or another significant change 
or loss.  Currently, there is an offer for adults to be trained in being a facilitator of this special programme.  If you feel 
you are interested, please let me know. The days for the training are a Monday and Tuesday from 9.00 am - 3.30 pm 
and this training will take place early April. 
Congratulations to you, the generous people of Prouille. Our Bushfire Appeal ended up raising more than was 
announced at last Friday’s assembly.  Altogether we raised a total of $1179.40!!! 
This amount has been sent by cheque to the Catholic Education Office, Melbourne.  We continue to pray for the people 
and communities who have been, and continue to be, affected by the bushfires in Victoria. 
No doubt there have been many selfless stories of children in Prouille going through their money boxes and finding 
some to hand over to the bushfire appeal.  However, a special mention goes to Corina (KM) who very generously 
donated her own pocket money to the cause – 40 cents can go a long way! 
Please keep in your  prayers Father Stephen Hume who is currently not feeling 100%; McGrath family (Lauren 2DO, 
Jacinta 3AC) whose great-aunt died recently; and the victims of the bushfires and floods. 
May God’s blessing be upon you. 

Vanessa Dillon (RE Co-ordinator) 

YEAR 3 MORNING TEA 

All Year 3 parents and carers (and especially new parents) are warmly invited to a morning tea to be held 
after Assembly on Friday 13 March at the Weaver home at 25 Havilah Avenue, Wahroonga.  
A flyer will be coming home with more details shortly. 
  Year 3 Class Parents  

(Cynthia Keithly, Mel Banham, & Glenda Sella (3AC)  
 Lara Lenehan & Mary Weaver (3H) 
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5. 
SPORTS NEWS 

 

 

Congratulations to all our Prouille swimmers! 

 Prouille … 2009 Winners of the Nor th Shore Cluster  Carnival 

 

Below is a list of the children who will be swimming at the Broken Bay Trials at Mingara on Thursday Night. 
They placed FIRST or Second OVERALL in their events. 
I will give you a full run down of all the results and places for next week. 

SHANNON ASHTON       SENIOR  100 M FREE     12 YR 50M FREE    SENIOR BACK   SENIOR BREAST  
SENIOR FLY  SENIOR MEDLEY   SENIOR GIRLS RELAY 

MATTHEW KELLY          SENIOR 100 M FREE      SENIOR BACKSTROKE 
JARED PEJKOVIC          SENIOR BREASTSTROKE 
NATHAN MANDLA          SENIOR BUTTERFLY 
CHLOE VARDY              SENIOR GIRLS RELAY 
EMMA ANDREWS          SENIOR GIRLS RELAY 
BETHANY GREEN           SENIOR GIRLS RELAY 
EMILY AUSTIN                10 YEAR 50 M FREE    JUNIOR BACKSTROKE  JUNIOR BUTTERFLY   

JUNIOR GIRLS RELAY  JUNIOR GIRLS MEDLEY   
KATIE AUSTIN                 10 YEAR 50M FREE    JUNIOR GIRLS BACKSTROKE  JUNIOR GIRLS RELAY 
SARAH VARDY               JUNIOR GIRLS RELAY 
ANGELA SLATTERY        JUNIOR GIRLS RELAY 
FINN SPALDING              8 YEAR 50 M FREESTYLE 

Louise Tamone (Sports/PE Teacher) 

LIBRARY NEWS 

Congratulations to Saskia Maccioni (2E), who has completed the Premier’s Reading Challenge for 2009.  Well done.  
Any assistance in the Library is greatly appreciated.  If you have any free time on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
afternoons from 2.00 pm onwards to help sort books, cover and label PRC books, you are very welcome to drop in.  
You are welcome to come for as long or as brief as you wish.  Thank you. 

Jo Neilson & Lee-Anne Plasto (Teacher Librarians) 
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6. 

WORKING BEE THANK YOU 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The first Working Bee of the year was a great success with 77 people representing Kindy & Year 6 families and 
showing what they can do.  
A special thank you to Joe Antoun (BuildSense 0400 644 961) who provided his building expertise to a variety of 
tasks.  Many times he needed to be in three places at once coordinating the various construction & repair jobs and 
all done with his trademark sense of humour.  Joe’s crew: 

·  Assembled and installed a new picnic table, with roof for the rear playground.  This was donated by the 
2006 Year 6 and supplement funded by I rene Dean-Jones’  Pie Days.   

·  Installed a new security gate to one end of the demountables to prevent child access. 
·  Removed & repaired wire, filled holes and prepared and painted one section of the wall at the end of the tennis 

court.  This wall can now be used to hit/throw balls against and looks great. 
·  Glued the pole protectors to the poles outside the Kindy classrooms. 
·  Repaired cracks and holes in concrete paths to prevent injury. 
·  Replaced broken fence palings and a bench plank. 

With the generosity of Kennards Hire in Waitara (9489 3499) who donated a trailer, bolt cutters and grinder with 
blades we were able to remove a huge amount of very old tables, chairs and broken equipment from various hiding 
places around the school.  One trailer load of metal was sent off for recycling and another trailer load of rubbish was 
kindly taken to the tip by Sean Wr ight with his trailer.  Craig Le Patourel had fun with the grinder, making sparks fly 
(safely of course) to cut up all the metal for maximum trailer capacity.  I think this Working Bee will have seen the last 
of the storage shed clean outs – all are now sorted and have inventories completed. 
A magical mystery tour occurred during the clean up of the hall with a cupboard of old artworks and costumes from 
previous musicals discovered.  The kids had fun playing with them and some artworks now adorn various parts of the 
school walls, thanks to the skills of a new Kindy dad – Alf Attard.  
Another special mention to Alan Montgomery, a professional painter (9489 8391), who spent the day by himself 
in the office painting doors and cupboards and donating all the paint.  Alan’s son Connor needs some sympathy 
at school - he had a stack on his scooter and has some impressive injuries to talk about.  In all the years I have been 
organising working bees this is the first time blood was spilt.  
Various other jobs were undertaken – white boards had a professional clean, surface spray was applied to help stop 
spiders, hedges & vines were pruned and many sausages were eaten.   
The families who came along to help were:  Maree, Patrick & David Cass; Alf & Taylor Attard; Anthony & Julia Fox;  
Martin & Natalie Bowesman; Prudence Luttrell; Anthony & Joshua Scott; Linda, Jessica & Charles Gleeson; Joe, Luke 
& Alessia Antoun; Donna & Maddie Huxley; Craig, Bridget, Chloe, Angus, Eliza & Sarah Vardy; Angela, Luke & 
James Schultz; Sherrie, Peter, Luke & Shannon Ashton; Michele & Kelly Slater; Tony & Lucy Fay; Alan, Lauren, 
Declan, Connor, Caitlin & Molly Montgomery; Vegie, John, Jolo & Patricia Dobles; Roslyn Zanetic; Aniuska & 
Cristopher Matkowski; Mark & Emily Bennett; Craig, Michelle, Will, Meg & Ella Le Patourel; Michael, Julian, Nicky 
& Jonny Chan; Sean, Fiona, Corey, Jade, Oliver & Isaac Wright; Steve, Jamie, Jack, Harry, Charlie & Barney Hill; 
Anthony and Wendy, Charlotte, Connor & Cavan Ryan.  Donations received from Friedman, Moait & Vella families. 
Thanks to the children who manned the sign in desk, they did a great job.  Final thanks to my team member, 
Maree Cass for her organising skills, hope she has her feet up while reading this. 

Pauline Luttrell, Grounds & Maintenance Committee 
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DPC PARENT FORUM 
 

“ Beyond Bratz, Britney and Big Brother”  
Dannielle Miller – Enlighten Education 

 

 “Wherever they look these days girls are bombarded by advice about what to eat, 
 how to act, how to look, how to please someone and how to be liked.  

Popular culture programs, magazines, movies and websites all dispense information  
and so-called “advice” to vulnerable and impressionable young girls.  

But who dispenses this advice?  Who determines the right look and way to act?” 
 

Enlighten Education website www.enlighteneducation.org 

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND 

Due to overwhelming response to her presentation last year, the DPC are delighted to bring 
Dannielle Miller from Enlighten Education back for first FREE DPC Parent Forum of the year. 

Dannielle Miller is a respected and experienced educator who is committed to empowering young people 
to reach their full potential.  

Today’s kids are faced with negative stereotyping, exposure to inappropriate and unrealistic media 
images, and an unhealthy fixation with their body image 

Enlighten Education programs aim to meet the needs of today’s kids by informing, inspiring and 
empowering. 

But what can we do as parents?  

How do we help our kids 

·  decode the mixed messages they are bombarded with daily? 

·  guide our kids to develop their full potential & ensure they know just how truly special they 
are? 

“Dannielle provided insightful suggestions and practical strategies for parents of all ages”    Parent 
comment following last years presentation. 

 “ Beyond Bratz, Britney and Big Brother”   
Dannielle Miller from Enlighten Education 

 

Wednesday 11th March 7.30 – 9.30pm  
 

Holy Family Catholic Primary, 
 2-4 Highfield Rd, Lindfield 

 

RSVP - Cathie ph. 9847 0340 or parentcouncil@dbb.edu.au 
 

For more information visit www.brokenbayparentcouncil.org 

        For an inspiring read visit The Butterfly Effect http://enlighteneducation.edublogs.org  

 


