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11 August, 2009              Term 3 Week 3 2009 

Dear Parents, 

Last week we celebrated the feast of St Dominic, the patron saint of Prouille School.  Our liturgical celebration at 
St Lucy’s School was indeed a very powerful combined schools’  experience.  I don’ t know of any other school 
anywhere in the world that has a next-door-neighbour “connection”  with a Special Needs School like we are blessed to 
have.  So far this year, Prouille and St Lucy’s have been blessed to have experienced so much together; some of the 
initiatives are included below: 

- Staff members have connected socially and professionally with St Lucy’s staff 
- St Lucy’s students attend most of our liturgies 
- St Lucy’s students are integrated each Friday into our Stage 3 classes 
- Volunteer Prouille Students participate in a lunchtime buddy play programme at St Lucy’s 

Recently, two parents enquired about our Prouille School Crest and the numerous symbols that adorn it.  I hope the 
information below is of assistance.  (Information below is printed with permission of Santa Sabina School, Strathfield.  
This information is available on their website:  http://www.ssc.nsw.edu.au/) 

Our Crest 

 
Early in the 15th century the Dominican Order adopted a simple black and white shield, representing joy 
and penance. 

In the mid-15th century the 8 pointed star was added, representing the compass points.  The star is also 
a symbol of light and divine revelation.  Dominicans are committed to bringing the light of truth to the 
whole world. 
Later in the 15th century, the amount of black on the shield was lessened to allow for the addition of the palm 
branch and the lily.  The palm, a symbol of Christian martyrdom, also represents those who give witness 
of their lives to God.  The lily is considered a symbol of purity and dedication. 
After the Reformation, in the 17th century, when the Order was trying to regroup, the dog appeared on the 
badge, holding a burning torch in its mouth.  The dog, lighting up the world with truth, was an ancient 
rendering of a vision that Dominic’s mother was said to have experienced.  The dog was also a play 
on words of “ Domini-canes”  – Dominicans – in translation from the Latin – hounds of the Lord. 
Later in the century the book of the Scriptures was added to remind Dominicans that the message of the 
Gospels cannot be taught unless it has been studied first. 
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2. 

Around the same time the crown was moved from the body of the shield to the top, and a globe of the world 
was added in its place – representing the peoples of the world whom members of the Order were sent 
to evangelise.  Later the motto Veritas was added. 

This badge was brought to Australia by the Dominican Community which came from Dun Laoghaire, Ireland 
in 1867.  In their tradition there were various versions of the emblem – incorporating the same elements, 
but with different colours, dogs active and passive, with and without globes and so on.  But this depiction 
was drawn in their first Annals on their arrival.  It remained the official crest of the Congregation until the 
1960’s.  Since that time it has remained the crest of some of the older communities, and of the schools 
founded before that time. 

Copyright © 2009 Santa Sabina College   

Meeting with Br  Tony Whelan (Director  of Broken Bay Diocesan Schools) at Prouille 

All parents and friends are warmly invited to our next P+F General Meeting (Monday 17 August – 7:30 pm). 

At this meeting, Br Tony Whelan will speak to the community re the latest news on the proposed “new school”  
for Prouille. 

This is one meeting you don’ t want to miss! 

Prouille Catholic Pr imary School – Celebrating 60 years in 2010 

In 2010, Prouille will be celebrating 60 years as a school and a lovely idea has recently surfaced that I am hoping the 
school and parish community will support.  The school is proposing to have a statue of St Dominic commissioned and 
crafted ready for an unveiling at St Dominic’s Day celebrations in 2010. 

Any parents/parishioners interested in assisting in the process of procuring a statue of St Dominic for Prouille are 
invited to contact Vanessa Dillon or Philip Ledlin ASAP … Thank you. 
Special Thank You 

Thank you to Mr John Osterberg for donating 2 digital cameras and a video camera to the school; this is very much 
appreciated by staff and students. 

Prouille Public Speaking Competition – Monday 17 August commencing at 9.15 am 

Parents are invited to attend the Finals of the Annual K-6 Prouille Public Speaking Competition on Monday 17 August 
at 9.15 am in the School Hall. 

Congratulations 

Shannon and James recently competed in the State Level Cross Country Running Carnival at Eastern Creek. 

James came 60th out of 90 

Shannon came 29th out of 80 

What an honour to compete at this level … Congratulations, Shannon and James! 

Par ish Picnic 
Don’ t forget the up and coming Holy Name Parish Picnic, combined with our Parish / School Mass (Kindergarten and 
Yr 6 … 9:15 am) – Sunday 30 August. 

Everyone is welcome! 

Parent help is needed for several activities at the picnic including the BBQ … If you are able to assist in any way, 
please contact the School Office ASAP – Thank you. 
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Prouille’s Uniform Shop - An Important Management Change 

2009 has seen a ‘ tightening up’  re financial accountability for Broken Bay Diocesan School Principals in every aspect 
of school management.  Because of this, our School Uniform Shop can no longer provide ‘ IOUs’  or special accounts 
for families; essentially, all purchases must be paid for immediately.  If for any special or urgent reason a family is 
unable to pay the Uniform Shop immediately, an ‘ IOU’  can only be approved by the School Principal.  Thank you for 
your anticipated co-operation in this regard. 
As per numerous notes in past newsletters, I am concerned that some families may be experiencing financial hardship 
at present; if this is the case for any Prouille families, I urge you to contact me immediately and discuss ways the 
school may be able to alleviate any pressure. 
Prouille School L ibrary Needs YOU 
The Parent-helper Programme in our School Library on Wednesday afternoons (at 2 pm) will continue in Term 3 and 
all families are strenuously asked to commit only one hour this term please! … Following are dates for specific grades 
so groups of parents can come together! 
Week 3 Yr  1 Parents   (Wednesday 12 August – 2 pm) 
Week 4 Yr 2 Parents   (Wednesday 19 August – 2 pm) 
Week 5 Yr 3 Parents   (Wednesday 26 August – 2 pm) 
Week 6 Yr 4 Parents   Wednesday 2 September – 2 pm) 
Week 7 Yr 5 Parents   (Wednesday 9 September – 2 pm) 
Week 8 Yr 6 Parents   (Wednesday 16 September – 2 pm) 
(NB Keen parents are welcome any/every week!!!…. Toddlers welcome too!) 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Vanessa Dillon  � �  
Religious Education Co-Ordinator                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

IMPORTANT DATES 

12.8.09  Wednesday Gateway Project at St Leo’s College. 
   Book Club orders due by today. 
   2.00 pm – Year  1 Parents to assist in L ibrary. 
13.8.09  Thursday Pie &  Sausage Roll Day. 
15.8.09  Saturday Feast of the Assumption. 
   Annual Soccer  Dinner  Dance. 
17.8.09  Monday Prouille Public Speaking Finals. 
   7.30 pm – P& F General Meeting - Br . Tony Whelan, Director  of  
   Schools, CSO, to speak on the proposed “ new school”  for  Prouille. 
19.8.09  Wednesday 8.00 am START - UNSW Mathematics Competition in hall – Br ing eraser .  
   2.00 pm – Year  2 Parents to assist in L ibrary. 
20.8.09  Thursday Prouille Athletics Carnival  at Bannockburn Oval. 
21.8.09  Fr iday Patr icia Bernard – Author  Visit:  9.30 am – 11.00 am K-2 classes; 
   11.15 am – 12.45 pm – Yrs 3-6. 
24.8.09  Monday CBCA Book Week Luncheon – some Year  6 children to attend.  
25.8.09  Tuesday BOOK WEEK:   8.00 am – 9.00 am &  2.00 pm – 3.30 pm - Book Fair . 
   Chr is Cheng – Author Visit:   9.00 am – 10.00 am – K-2 classes 
   10.05 am – 11.05 am – Yrs 3-4;  11.20 am – 12.20 pm – Yrs 5-6 
   7.30 pm – Parent Meeting re Confirmation in Hall – Br ing child’s Baptism Cer t. 
26.8.09  Wednesday 8.00 am – 9.00 am &  2.00 pm – 3.30 pm - Book Fair . 
   2.00 pm – Year  3 Parents to assist in L ibrary. 
   Cluster  Athletics Carnival at Narrabeen. 
27.8.09  Thursday 11.15 am – 12.45 pm – Book Parade &  Assembly. 
   8.00 am – 9.00 am &  12.45 pm – 2.00 pm  - Book Fair . 
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4. 

 
�  Prouille Newsletter is now available on our website:  www.prouille.com.au 
�  Prouille Parents & Friends’  Newsletter available online at www.prouillepandf.com.au 
�  Uniform Shop opens Tuesdays 8.45 am – 9.30 am & Thursdays 2.30 pm – 4.00 pm 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

 

Most loving God, 
We thank you for the example of Blessed Mary MacKillop, 

who in her living of the Gospel 
witnessed to the human dignity of each person. 

She faced life’s challenges with faith and courage. 
We pray through her intercession for our needs… 

May her holiness soon be acknowledged by the universal Church. 
We make this prayer through Christ, Our Lord. 

Amen. 

These last couple of weeks have been rich in liturgical celebrations.  We have been fortunate to share as a community 
the excitement of Grandparents’  Day, the joy of St Dominic’s Day and the reverence of Mary MacKillop’s 
Anniversary. 
Each of these celebrations have indeed enriched our community and enhanced our faithful commitment to ensuring 
each participant’s own journey is one that is special. 
Grandparents and Special Fr iends’  Day  
Thank you once again for those who contributed to the success of this special morning!  In particular, Mrs Trlin and 
her Year 1 class, Mrs Butel and Mrs McInerney, Mrs Wise and her piano students, Mrs O’Brien and the band 
members, and Mrs White and Mrs Jones and parent helpers who assisted beautifully with the catering of the morning 
tea!  We have received many notes and comments in appreciation of this day, and the “special touches”  that have been 
initiated this year such as the Madonna Lily and Rosary Beads.  This is destined to continue being such a significant 
event on our annual calendar. Below is one example of the notes of thanks we received: 
 

                                  
 

Many thanks for inviting us to Grandparents Day last Friday - we had a wonderful morning.   
When parents try hard at home and when teachers at schools like Prouille  

guide and teach the children so well, 
 it makes Grandparents feel their life has been worthwhile.   

Everything was just so beautiful on Friday, everyone involved should be commended. 
Mr and Mrs Hart (Rosie Yr 4 Grandparents) 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS (CONT.) 

St Dominic’s Day 
Last Wednesday we joined our friends at St Lucy’s for a combined St Dominic’s Day liturgy in their new Creative Arts 
Centre.  This was indeed a special celebration that brought the two communities together through prayer and worship. 
The shared responsibilities, as well as the shared involvement, definitely made the day all the more memorable.  
Thank you to those who assisted in the organisation of this occasion.  The children did indeed benefit from such 
a spiritual experience. 
The celebrations continued for the children at Knox Grammar’s Gillespie Oval.  A special thank you goes to 
Mr Wayne Inwood (Olivia 2DO) and Mr David Cobb for their assistance in organising such fantastic hospitality 
on behalf of Knox.  
The children greatly appreciated the space and opportunity to run around and have fun.  It was also wonderful to have 
so many of you come and join them for lunch!  
We hope this tradition continues in the years to come!  

Mary MacKillop’s 100th Anniversary 
Thank you to Miss Holland and Year 4 for leading the school community in a beautiful prayer assembly last Friday 
7th August.  This occasion was indeed an important one for us as we joined in the wider Australian Catholic 
community, remembering and giving thanks for the wonderful example of Mary MacKillop and her faithful 
commitment to those less fortunate.  We continue to pray that she will one day be formally recognised and blessed with 
Sainthood. 
Confirmation  
A reminder that Registration Night for this Sacrament will take place within our school hall on Tuesday 25th August 
at 7.30 pm in the School Hall.  This Sacrament is open to all baptised children in Year 2 or above.  
It is requested that a copy of your child’s Baptism Certificate is brought with you on the night. 
After registering, the following dates and times will be available for lessons as preparation for the receiving of 
Confirmation:  Saturdays at 4.30pm or Sundays at 8.45am on Sept 5/6, 12/13, 19/20, 26/27. 
Thank you to Bridget Vardy and Jane Baker who is assisting with the co-ordination of the Parish Sacramental 
Programme. 

We continue to pray for those in our community in need of our prayers.  Thank you for the prayers that have been 
offered for my cousin, David.  He is now home from hospital and motivated to continue the long journey of OT and 
rehabilitation that is to come. 
Wishing you peace and blessings.�

Vanessa Dillon (R.E. Co-ordinator) 

UNSW MATHS COMPETITION 

The UNSW Maths Competition will be held in the School Hall on Wednesday 19 August promptly at 8 am, 
to minmise classroom interruption.  Prouille has 46 students from Years 3 to 6 competing in this competition.  
It would be appreciated if students could be at school by 7.55 am on this day.  Lead pencils will be provided, but 
students will need to bring their own eraser.  It will be supervised by Mrs Armstrong on the day. 

SCHOOL REUNION – FRIDAY 4 SEPTEMBER 2009 
FOR EX-STUDENTS OF  

ST PIUS X CHATSWOOD 
&  CCHS/MERCY COLLEGE CHATSWOOD  

1977/1979 
AT CHATSWOOD RSL 

Contact:  John Ventura at jventura@bigpond.net.au 
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SPORTS NEWS 

NSW PSSA Cross Country 
Congratulations to Shannon Ashton (6F) and James Freidman (6F) who participated in the State Cross Country 
Championships at Eastern Creek on 31 July. 
Well done on the wonderful achievement! 
Prouille Athletics Carnival – Thursday 20 August 
Our annual Prouille Athletics Carnival will be held at Bannockburn Oval, Pymble, on Thursday 20 August. 
Information notes and Permission notes have been sent home this week. 
Permission notes must be returned to CLASS TEACHERS and Parent Helper notes should be returned to the 
School Office for the attention of Mrs Tamone. 
We are all looking forward to a great day! 

Louise Tamone (PE/Sport Teacher) 

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS 

A big THANK YOU to our volunteers who helped with the stocktake on Tuesday.   
We have colourful wr istbands on sale in anticipation of the Athletics Carnival: 

“ Fr iends Forever” , “ Ver itas” , and House names “ O’Br ien” , “ Crawford” , “ Rawlings”  
and “ Jennings”  in House Colours. 
Just $2 each or  2 for  $3!!!  Available only at Uniform Shop.   
Any not sold will be available for purchase at the Athletics Carnival. 

BARGAIN OF THE WEEK: Size 16 Jumper (1 only), brand new but faded due to length of time in stock.  Less than 
half price - $20!  

P& F NEWS 

All parents/carers are encouraged to attend our Term 3 P&F General Meeting next Monday 17th August at 7:30 pm in 
the School Hall. Br Tony, from the CSO, will attend the meeting and provide the school community with an update on 
the plans for the new school.  
We hope to see as many parents/carers as possible on Monday evening. 

Book Club 
A quick reminder to get your Book Club orders in by Wednesday 12th August (tomorrow).  Any order, no matter 
how small, contributes to bonus points.  These points convert to free books for our classrooms and library. 
Thank you. 

 Trudi Sommers Book Club Coordinator (9487 1990) 
Year  3 Mothers’  Dinner  
Year 3 Mothers� Dinner is on Wednesday, 19 August from 7.30 pm at India Tea and Curry House, Turramurra.  
Please RSVP to Lara Lenehan via email (lenehan8898@bigpond.com).  A separate email will be sent to you with 
details.  Thank you.  

Year 3 Class Mothers 

The Prouille Annual Soccer  Dinner  
Everyone is invited to come along to a fun filled evening at the Pennant Hills Golf Club on Saturday 22nd August.  
The night is open to the whole school community so if you want to find out about our soccer club you are most 
welcome.  We will have a slide show highlighting our players in action, fun trivia and some great raffle prizes. 
For those who don�t want to miss the Bledisloe Cup, we will also be screening the game during the evening.   
Tickets are only $30 each so book your seat and your babysitter and contact Fiona Tillbrook on 9481 9941 to secure 
your place.  
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