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24 November 2009 

Dear Parents,  

The following story was sent to me this week by one of our parents (Wendy) and it reduced me to tears.  
When I finally composed myself, I was left feeling so proud of the children in the story who so beautifully 
demonstrated extraordinary compassion and maturity.  I sense that if our Prouille students were 
in a similar position they would do the same … It’s so lovely to see that there are times in life 
when “coming first”, “winning” and “victory” can be made so meaningless and insignificant by the power 
of love and compassion.   
The story is particularly poignant after two special events last week in the lives of Prouille students 
(1:   The Andrew Chinn concert practice with St Lucy’s students … and …  
 2:   The St Lucy’s Creative Arts Night that included several Prouille students).  

 

At a fund raising dinner for a school that serves children with learning disabilities, 
the father of one of the students delivered a speech that would never be forgotten 
by all who attended.  After extolling the school and its dedicated staff, he offered 
a question:  'When not interfered with by outside influences, everything nature 
does, is done with perfection.  Yet my son, Shay, cannot learn things as other 
children do.  He cannot understand things as other children do.  Where is the 
natural order of things in my son?' 
The audience was stilled by the query.  The father continued. 'I believe  that 
when a child like Shay, who was mentally and physically disabled  comes into the 
world, an opportunity to realise true human nature presents  itself, and it comes 
in the way other people treat that child.'    
Then he told the following story: 
Shay and I had walked past a park where some boys Shay knew were playing 
baseball.  Shay asked, 'Do you think they’ll let me play?'  I knew that most of the 
boys would not want someone like Shay on their team, but as a father I also 
understood that if my son were allowed to play, it would give him a much-needed 
sense of belonging and some confidence to be accepted by others in spite of 
his handicaps.   
I approached one of the boys on the field and asked (not expecting much) if Shay 
could play.  The boy looked around for guidance and said, 'We're losing 
by six runs and the game is in the eighth inning.  I guess he can be on our team 
and we'll try to put him in to bat in the ninth inning.'  Shay struggled over to the 
team's bench and, with a broad smile, put on a team shirt.  I watched with a small 
tear in my eye and warmth in my heart.  The boys saw my joy at my son 
being accepted.   
In the bottom of the eighth inning, Shay's team scored a few runs but was still 
behind by three.  In the top of the ninth inning, Shay put on a glove and played in 
the right field.  Even though no hits  came his way, he was obviously ecstatic just 
to be in the game and on the  field, grinning from ear to ear as I waved to him 
from the stands. 
In the bottom of the ninth inning, Shay's team scored again.  Now, with two outs 
and the bases loaded, the potential winning run was on base and Shay was 
scheduled to be next at bat.  At this juncture, do they let Shay bat and give away 
their chance to win the game?  Surprisingly, Shay was given the bat. 
Everyone knew that a hit was all but impossible because Shay didn't even know 
how to hold the bat properly, much less connect with the ball. 
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However, as Shay stepped up to the plate, the pitcher, recognising that the other 
team was putting winning aside for this moment  in Shay's life, moved in a few 
steps to lob the ball in softly so Shay  could at least make contact ... 
The first pitch came and Shay swung clumsily and missed.  The pitcher again 
took a few steps forward to toss the ball softly towards Shay.  As the pitch 
came in, Shay swung at the ball and hit a slow ground ball right back to the 
pitcher.  The game would now be over.   
The pitcher picked up the soft grounder and could have easily thrown the ball 
to the first baseman.  Shay would have been out and that would have been the 
end of the game.  Instead, the pitcher threw the ball right over the first baseman's 
head, out of reach of all team mates. 
Everyone from the stands and both teams started yelling, 'Shay, run to first! 
Run to first!'  Never in his life had Shay ever run that far, but he made it to first 
base.  He scampered down the baseline, wide-eyed and startled.   
Everyone yelled, 'Run to second, run to second!'  Catching his breath, 
Shay awkwardly ran towards second, gleaming and struggling to make it to the 
base.  By the time Shay rounded towards second base, the right fielder had the 
ball. The smallest guy on their team who now had his first chance to be the hero 
for his team.  He could have thrown the ball to the second-baseman for the tag, 
but he understood the pitcher's intentions so he, too, intentionally threw the ball 
high and far over the third-baseman's head.  Shay ran towards third base 
deliriously as the runners ahead of him circled the bases toward home. 
All were screaming, 'Shay, Shay, Shay, all the  Way Shay'.  Shay reached 
third base because the opposing shortstop  ran to help him by turning him in the 
direction of third base, and  shouted, 'Run to third!  Shay, run to third!'   
As Shay rounded third, the boys from both teams, and the spectators, were on 
their feet screaming, 'Shay, run home! Run home!'   
Shay ran to home, stepped on the plate, and was cheered as the hero who hit 
the grand slam and won the game for his team. 
'That day', said the father softly with tears now rolling down his face, 'the boys 
from both teams helped bring a piece of true love and humanity into this world'. 
Shay didn't make it to another summer. He died that winter, having never 
forgotten being the hero and making me so happy and coming home and 
seeing his mother tearfully embrace her little hero of the day! 

 

 

Student Leaders - 2010 
Before I list the school leaders at Prouille for 2010, I stress that each and every Year 6 student 
is regarded as a “Student Leader”.   
Additionally, each and every 2010 Yr 6 leader has a specific role that is in addition to their general 
Year 6 leadership role.  
Finally, I wish to acknowledge that each and every present Year 6 student has been an outstanding 
leader; our present Year 5 class has clearly emulated our Year 6 leaders because they too are an entire 
class of outstanding student leaders for 2010.   
One of my greatest learnings as a principal has been, “If the Year 6 leaders in a Primary School are 
displaying excellent leadership, the rest of the school will emulate what they see” … Suffice to say, 
I strongly sense 2010 will be “fruitful”! 
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Congratulations to all our School Leaders for 2010: 

SCHOOL LEADERS 2010 

·  School Captains:   Isabella Sharpe and Jonathon Crouch 
·  Jennings (Red) – Leaders:  Olivia Baume and Thomas Williams 
·  O’Brien (Blue) – Leaders:  Christian Asnicar, Maddison Dean-Jones and Courtney Kirby 
·  Rawlings (Green) – Leaders:  Olivia Geha and William Gilbert 
·  Crawford (Gold) – Leaders:  Alana Christenson and Michael Crouch 
·  Mission – Leaders:   Olivia Mueller, George Tillbrook, Dominique Bell and 

Joel Pilkington 
·  Music – Leaders:   Kasia Kopek, Natalie Oong and Jhania Pike 
·  Library/Literacy – Leaders:  Vanessa Andersen and Amy Mulcaster 
·  Environment – Leaders:  Yvette Williams and Will La Patourel 
·  IT – Leaders:    Ben Trinder, Adam Hajje, Neema Safaie and Tom Doyle 
·  Liturgy – Leaders:   Megan Hurstfield, Kymberlee Street, Jessica Robson and 

Nicholas Fay 
All 2010 Student Leaders will be presented to the community at this Friday’s Whole School Assembly 
at 2.30 pm.   
Student Leaders will be “commissioned” at our Opening School Mass in 2010. 

Meeting for Kindergarten and Yr 1 Parents 
Parents of our present Kindergarten and Yr 1 students were sent a letter today from school re a meeting 
next Monday 30 November 6.00 pm - 7.00 pm – School Hall (ie before the P+F 2010 Planning 
Meeting).  The meeting relates to likely changes to the 2010 Stage 1 class structure. 

Prouille Swimming Carnival 2010 – February 4 (Week 2) – Hornsby Pool 
Next year our Prouille Swimming Carnival will be held on Thursday 4 February 2010 at Hornsby Pool.  
All Years 3-6 (and some selected Year 2) students will be attending.  Information, Permission notes and 
Entry Forms will go out in Week 1 next term. 
It is important that parents ensure that their children enter appropriate events, therefore over the holiday 
break they should try and assess their child’s level of water confidence. 
Now is a good time to consider Water Safety and/or swimming lessons over the summer. 

Playground Equipment 
Last week I sourced quotes for Playground Equipment with “soft-fall” – (to be temporarily installed in 
our lower playground). 
I will have a proposal for interested parents to see/comment on tomorrow; it will be on display in the 
School Office for 2 days.  Staff and students will also be consulted.  
BER Funding (Federal Government Funding) will be financing this project that will be ready for use 
first day back in Term 1 2010. 

Two Important Surveys 
Following on from discussion and queries at the recent P+F AGM, Parents were invited last week 
to complete two very, very brief surveys.  These two surveys relate to: 

1.  Should Prouille introduce an intensive 2 week “Learn to Swim Block” at the end of 2010 
(the final 2 weeks of Term 4)? 

2. If Prouille introduced a second language into our curriculum, what would be your two preferred 
languages (French, German, Italian, Mandarin or Spanish) … NB tuition would be an additional 
fee and lessons would be before or after school run by a private provider on Prouille’s premises. 

Surveys must be returned to the school office by this Friday 27 November – Thank you. 

P&F Social Committee - Social Event Survey 2010 

Attached to the newsletter is the Social Event Survey 2010, which should be completed and returned by 
this Friday 27 November.  Thank you to Simone and Stuart Quirk for organising this survey. 
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Congratulations “ Ensemble” , Moira and Julie!!! 
Last Sunday, the Prouille Ensemble performed beautifully at a special concert; congratulations 
one and all.  Importantly too, it was the 21st Prouille Ensemble Concert led by Mrs Moira Hutchinson and 
Mrs Julie Madden … What an amazing milestone … Congratulations, ladies!!! 
Great news for Mrs Amanda O’Brien and her husband, Andy 
Mrs Amanda O’Brien (Prouille’s Music/Band teacher) is expecting a baby.  I am thrilled to be able 
to share this news with out Prouille community.  I know you will all join in prayer for a safe pregnancy 
for Amanda.  
Mrs O’Brien has been instructed by her doctor to stay off school for the next 2 weeks, but she assures 
me that she’ll be here for the final weeks of Term. 
Colour House Banners 
Our new Colour House Banners are nearly ready to “go to print” … If you are keen to see draft images, 
please contact Mrs Dillon before Thursday this week … I am very excited about this project and sincerely 
thank Mrs Vardy, Mrs Freidman, Mrs Dillon, Mr Ford and Yr 6 students for their leadership in this area.  
Assemblies in Term 4 
Following feedback, we will continue holding Assemblies on Fridays at 2.30 pm until the end of the year. 
Yours sincerely, 

 

Philip Ledlin 
Principal 

IMPORTANT DATES 

25.11.09 Wednesday 6.00 pm – Piano Concert – in the Hall. 
26.11.09 Thursday Director/Principals’ Meeting. 
27.11.09 Friday Ensemble to give Concert for residents at McQuoin Park, Waitara. 
   2.30 pm – Whole School Assembly. 
   Forms/Money for Disco due today – no coins please. 
   Surveys re “ Learn to Swim Block”  & “ Second Language”  due today. 
   Social Events Survey 2010 due to be returned today. 
30.11.09 Monday 6.00 pm – 7.00 pm – Meeting for Kindy & Year 1 Parents – School Hall. 
   7.30 pm – Planning Meeting – P&F Executive & Committee members 
   in the Staff room. 
 1.12.09 Tuesday North Sydney League Tag Finals at Cliff Oval –Yr 4/Yr 6 Girls teams. 
   1.00 pm – Lunchtime Recital in Hall.    
 2.12.09 Wednesday 1.45 pm – Mary Rajca in Hall – talk about Peru. 
   3.30 pm – 4.30 pm – Free Funnet ‘Try it out’ day at Prouille. 
 3.12.09 Thursday Principals’ Meeting. 
   Sale of Peruvian gifts. 
   1.00 pm – Chess Tournament. 
 4.12.09 Friday Year 2 Excursion – “ Active Lifestyles”  – Sydney Olympic Park. 
   Sale of Peruvian gifts. 
   2.30 pm – Whole School Assembly. 
   Prouille Students’ Disco at St Lucy’s School Hall – Cost $10 per child.  
   K-Year 2:  5.00 pm – 6.45 pm:  Years 3-6:  7.00 pm – 8.45 pm 
   Glow Products on sale at door (approx. $1.50 - $3.00).  
 8.12.09 Tuesday 9.30 am – 11 am – Uniform Shop Stocktake – Volunteers required. 
   6.30 pm – Year 6 Graduation Mass. 
11.12.09 Friday End of Term Lunchtime Sausage Sizzle hosted by Yrs 3 & 4 parents. 
   2.30 pm – Whole School Assembly. 
16.12.09 Wednesday Whole School – End of Year Mass at Holy Name Church. 
   Last day of Term 4 for Prouille students. 
17.12.09 Thursday Staff Development Day – Pupil Free day. 
18.12.09 Friday Staff Development Day – Pupil Free day. 
28.01.10 Thursday Uniform Shop opens from 8.45 am – 9.30 am & 2.45 pm – 3.30 pm. 
   Please note:  NO full fitouts without an appointment. 
30.01.10 Saturday 9.00 am – 12.00 pm - Water St Netball Registration at Prouille. 



 
5. 

TERM 1 2010 DATES 
 27.01.10 Wednesday Staff return for 2010. 
 28.01.10 Thursday Years 1- 6 students – First day of Term 1 2010. 
 29.01.10 Friday Kindergarten students – First day at Prouille – until 12.30 pm only. 
 01.02.10 Monday Kindergarten students start full time at Prouille. 
 01.04.10 Thursday Last day of Term 1 2010. 

 
�  Prouille Newsletter is now available on our website:  www.prouille.com.au 
�  Prouille Parents & Friends’  Newsletter available online at www.prouillepandf.com.au 
�  Uniform Shop opens Tuesdays 8.45 am – 9.30 am & Thursdays 2.30 pm – 4.00 pm 

R.E. News 

 
Candela Peru 

On Wednesday December 2, Mary Rajca will speak to the children about three Sisters of Mercy working 
with the “poorest of the poor” in the shanty-town of Candela in Lima, Peru.  The 400 families of the 
shanty-town live without running water, electricity or sewage facilities. As this area has one of the highest 
unemployment rates in the city and there are no social security benefits the families struggle to survive. 
As a means of helping the families of Candela, Sister Patricia McDermott, Sister Jackie Ford and 
Sister Joan Doyle have encouraged the women to make handicrafts that will be on sale at lunchtime 
on Thursday December 3 and Friday December 4. 

All money raised goes directly to the women who have made the articles.  This money is used by the 
women to buy basic necessities such as food, blankets, clothing and medicines for their families. 
Your support of the mission is greatly appreciated. 

Vanessa Dillon (R.E. Co-ordinator) 

Sports News 

Milo Cup Cricket 
Last Tuesday two teams represented Prouille in a Milo Cup Cricket Day at Koola Park.  
The Year 6 boys and girls demonstrated some terrific batting and bowling skills against 
other schools from our district. 
Thank you to Mr Ford, who assisted in preparing the teams and accompanied them 
on the day.  Thanks also to our wonderful group of Year 6 parents who, once again, 
enthusiastically supported this talented group of children. 

Louise Tamone (PE/Sports Teacher) 

Lost 
Opal and Diamond Pendant – Friday 20 November (perhaps in School Hall during Assembly).  
Please contact Mrs Keithly (Grace 3AC) if you have any information. 

Found 
A Lorus watch has been found and is currently being held in the School Office. 
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Netball News 

 
 Water St Netball - Current Funnet girls and boys welcome  
 New Kindies 2010 especially welcome! 
 We are holding a free Funnet ‘Try it out’ Day on Wednesday 2nd December  
 3.30 pm to 4.30 pm at School.  Please come along.  
 RSVP for numbers to Glenda Sella: 9980 1783 or email glenda.sella@optusnet.com.au.   

For more information, please feel welcome to contact Glenda. 

NetSetGo – The next Funnet NetSetGo course will be held after school during term 2, 2010, at Prouille 
school, with the special NetSetGo Coach.  This will be a great introduction to netball skills and teamwork 
for all players.  It’s also a great way for Kindies, and their parents, to make friends. 
Water St Netball Registration Day for 2010 - Join us for a sausage sizzle! 
Water St Netball Registration Day is Saturday 30th January 2010 from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
at Prouille Primary School, 5 Water St, Wahroonga.  All teams including Funnet, Netta, 8s, 9s, 10s, 11s 
and 12s, as well as Cadets and Masters, register on this day.  It is the first Saturday of Term 1, 2010. 

Uniform Shop News 

UNIFORM SHOP - FIRST OPENINGS FOR 2010 WILL BE: 
THURSDAY 28 JANUARY 2010:   8.45 AM - 9.30 AM AND 2.45 PM - 3.30 PM. 

NOTE:  NO full fit-outs on that day without an appointment. 

 
THANK YOU to all our wonderful Volunteers this year, and to those who are helping us with 
our Stocktake on December 8.   Our Annual Thank You Lunch for our regular Volunteers will be on 
Tuesday 1 December (Venue TBA). 

Sally Asnicar & Aniuska Matkowski 
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It’s nearly that time again, and preparations are underway for our Family Christmas Mass.  There are 
opportunities for all children and young adults to sing, dance, read, act out the nativity Gospel and play 
in the orchestra.  
We will be having several practices in the weeks leading up to Christmas: 

·  3:30 pm  – 4:30 pm Tuesday 15th December (everyone except musicians and singers) 
·  10:30 am – 12 pm Monday 21st December (everyone except 

musicians and singers) 
·  10:30 am – 12 pm Tuesday 22nd December (musicians and singers) 

Mass is on Christmas Eve, Thursday 24th December, with carols starting at 
4:30 pm and Mass starting at 5 pm. We will need everyone involved to arrive 
around 4 pm to set up. 
Looking forward to seeing you there!  Please contact Hayley – 9489 4701 
or Jane – 9449 4998 – with any enquiries.  
Any parents who are keen to come along and help are very welcome. 

Community News 

·  REBEL SPORT, HORNSBY – ONE DAY ONLY – 20% STOREWIDE –  
Thursday 3 December - from 9.00 am – 9.00 pm  
Members must present their MVP card instore to receive their discount. 

·  ABBOTSLEIGH HOLIDAY PROGRAM – Some programs are available in the School Office. 
Programs/Application forms also available on website:  www.abbotsleigh.nsw.edu.au 

·  WAHROONGA SOFTBALL CLUB – T Ball, Modball, Softball - New  Players Wanted !! 
Registration:  6 - 7TH FEB 2010 from 9.00 AM – 3.00 PM at St Ives Village Shopping Centre 
For information contact:  President - 0413 387 967; Registrar - 9449 2746 
Website:  www.wahroonga.softball.org.au 
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