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8 December 2009 

Dear Parents,  

I simply love the cartoon below … It’s that time of year when we can so easily get caught up in trappings 
that take us from the real Christmas message … I hope and pray that during this Christmas Season 
we choose to give most of our energy towards The Bearded Man who comes to give us “life”! 
 

 
Thank you for your support throughout 2009 … I wish every member of our Prouille community a happy, 
holy and safe Christmas. Today we farewelled Mrs Lee-Anne Plasto after 7 years in the “library-share” 
position with Mrs Jo Neilson; we all wish you every best blessing, Lee-Anne. 
Tonight, at our Year 6 Graduation, we will celebrate with the wonderful class of Year 6 2009 and farewell 
them from Prouille School.  Importantly too, we will farewell many families from our community who have 
contributed so much over so many years.  I can vividly recall when my last child. May, left Primary 
School and graduated to High School; in many ways it was a heart-wrenching experience.  
Families/students leaving Prouille: 
Families leaving Prouille from Year 6 will be recognised at the Year 6 Graduation this evening. 
Students leaving Prouille (other than Year 6) will be recognised at our Whole School Assembly on this 
coming Friday (2.30 pm 11.12.09). 
All families/students leaving Prouille will be recognised as a collective group at our End of Year Mass – 
(9.15 am 16.12.09). 

“ Thank You Early Afternoon Tea for Parent Helpers”  
2009 has been a year where so much has been achieved at Prouille and so much of the success of the 
year is due to our supportive parent body.  To express thanks to all parent helpers, Prouille staff 
members warmly invite everyone to a very early afternoon tea at school on Friday 11 December 
at 1.30 pm (followed by the usual 2.30 pm whole school assembly). 

Playground Equipment 
Thank you to all staff, parents and students for feedback re the proposed playground equipment.  
We have now agreed on plans and a colour scheme.  I was originally promised that the equipment would 
be ready for the first day of school next year, but now I have been informed that it will be ready in the 
third week of Term 1 next year.  It is still something to get excited about! 

Students’ Talent Quest 
Several parents have enquired about dates for the Student Talent Quest that is being organised by Yr 6:  
Part A:  Monday  14 Dec 11.30 am -12.45 pm 
Part B:  Tuesday  15 Dec 11.30 am -12.45 pm 



 
2. 

Thank You 

Thank you to Sally Asnicar and the team of helpers who so brilliantly co-ordinated the School Disco 
last Friday.  The venue was superb and the DJ was charismatic and very energetic.  I’ve been in contact 
with St Lucy’s and they were so impressed with the way the hall/kitchen/grounds were left after the 
event.  Thank you, sincerely, to everyone who assisted! 

Our last day for Students – Wednesday 16 December 
Many parents have enquired if their child/ren can finish their school year after the End of Year Mass – 
Wednesday 16 December – 9.15 am.  
Students may end their school year after the 9.15 am Mass if they have a parental / guardian note. 
Students without a note for their teacher are not permitted to leave.  A student may only go home 
with another family if the note specifies this. 
Parents are assured that supervision will be provided on Wednesday 16 December until 3.30 pm. 

New email address for our school as we move into 2010 
The Catholic Schools Office (CSO) has been working to provide continuity re email addresses 
throughout the system.   
Prouille’s new email address commencing 2010 will be: 
prouille@dbb.catholic.edu.au 
School letterhead, website etc will, of course, be updated in Term 1 2010. 
Chess Tournament 2009 
Congratulations to all the participants in the Annual Prouille Chess Tournament last Thursday. 
Well done to the following students: 
1ST Place Jessica Robson 5T 
2ND Place Jasper Choi 3AC 
3RD Place Jack Hill 4H & Yvette Williams 5T 
4TH Place Callum Delmage 

Last Newsletter for 2010 
This newsletter is the last Prouille Newsletter for 2010. 
Yours sincerely, 

 

Philip Ledlin 
Principal 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Prouille Staff wish you all 

a very happy and peaceful Christmas 
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Family Registration Forms 
Family Registration forms are due immediately. 
All families must complete these forms for audit purposes. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

16.12.09 Wednesday Whole School – End of Year Mass at Holy Name Church. 
   Last day of Term 4 for Prouille students. 
17.12.09 Thursday Staff Development Day – Pupil Free day. 
18.12.09 Friday Staff Development Day – Pupil Free day. 
28.01.10 Thursday Uniform Shop opens from 8.45 am – 9.30 am & 2.45 pm – 3.30 pm. 
   Please note:  NO full fitouts without an appointment. 
30.01.10 Saturday 9.00 am – 12.00 pm - Water St Netball Registration at Prouille. 

 

TERM 1 2010 DATES 
 27.01.10 Wednesday Staff return for 2010. 
 28.01.10 Thursday Years 1- 6 students – First day of Term 1 2010. 
 29.01.10 Friday Kindergarten students – First day at Prouille – until 12.30 pm only. 
 01.02.10 Monday Kindergarten students start full time at Prouille. 
 20.02.10 Saturday 5.00 pm – P&F “ Welcome”  Event – movie & picnic at St Lucy’s. 
 01.04.10 Thursday Last day of Term 1 2010. 

 
�  Prouille Newsletter is now available on our website:  www.prouille.com.au 
�  Prouille Parents & Friends’  Newsletter available online at www.prouillepandf.com.au 
�  Uniform Shop opens Tuesdays 8.45 am – 9.30 am & Thursdays 2.30 pm – 4.00 pm 
�  Prouille’s new email address commencing 2010 – prouille @ dbb.catholic.edu.au 

 
Advice from NSW Health : 
A vaccination for pandemic influenza A (H1N1), also called swine flu, was approved by the 
Therapeutic Goods Administration for children aged 6 months through 9 years of age on 
3 December 2009.  The vaccine has been available to people aged 10 and over since 
30 September 2009.  The vaccine is available free from general practitioners or the 
Aboriginal Medical Service, although doctors may charge a consultation fee. 
Pandemic influenza activity peaked in July in NSW and levels of disease are now at levels 
expected for this time of the year, however cases are still occurring occasionally.  
The Northern Hemisphere is reporting high levels of activity. Parents should consider the 
increased risk which may present over the holiday season by travelling to areas overseas 
where pandemic influenza is very common and by contact with overseas visitors.   
The vaccine has undergone trials to test its safety and how well it works and has been 
registered by the Therapeutic Goods Administration. 
Who should get the vaccination? 
Anyone aged 6 month and over who wishes to be protected from pandemic influenza can 
be vaccinated. 
Who should NOT get the vaccination? 
Some people should not have the vaccination. This includes people who: 
• have a severe allergy to eggs 
• have had anaphylaxis (a severe allergic reaction) following any vaccine component 
• have had anaphylaxis following a previous dose of any influenza vaccine. 
More information about the vaccine is available from the National Pandemic Hotline on the 
NSW Health H1N1 influenza pandemic website: 
http://www.emergency.health.nsw.gov.au/swineflu/vaccination/index.asp 
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Piano Concerts 
Many congratulations to our star performers who entertained a large 
audience of family and friends on Wednesday 25th November.  It was 
a wonderful show – not only because of the fine playing but also because 
of the slick and polished performances.  Well done to you all! 
Thank you too to the many parents who so kindly helped prepare and 
serve our meal.  Particular thanks to those who cleaned up so thoroughly 
afterwards! 

Janet Wise (Piano Teacher) 

Individual Instrumental Tuition 
If there are any students who wish to enrol in private instrumental lessons, please contact: 

�  Mrs Moira Hutchinson (violin, viola and cello) on 02 9487 2552  
�  Mrs Janet Wise (piano) on 02 4359 1710 or 0417 442 452   

Alternatively you can leave a note at the office. 

Sports News 

North Sydney League Tag Finals 
Last Tuesday two teams represented Prouille in the League Tag Finals at Cliff Oval. 
Our Junior girls had three exciting games against some very talented opposition and our Senior girls had 
one win, one draw and a loss – only missing out on the Grand Final by one point on a count-back. 
Many thanks once again to our group of wonderful parents who enthusiastically supported the girls 
on the day. 
To all the parents who have generously given their time this year to support our sporting teams at the 
numerous gala days and carnivals – thank you for your constant support. 
Without your enthusiasm, the children would not have been able to participate in and enjoy these 
wonderful opportunities. 

Louise Tamone (PE/Sports Teacher) 

Congratulations 

On Sunday 6th December, Vanessa Andersen won the U12©s Nepean Tennis Championship.  
Well done Vanessa! 

Lunchtime Recitals 
We have recently enjoyed 2 entertaining Lunchtime recitals.  It is 
wonderful to see how many of our performers attract their friends from the 
playground to enjoy and experience something special. 
Congratulations to all the performers who provide us with such varied 
entertainment.   

Special mention goes to our performers of 10th November:  Matthew Slattery, Lauren Sukari, 
Corina Behrens and Angela Slattery (our violinists) and Anthony Baxter, Jack Hill, Natalie Oong, 
Saskia Maccioni, Will Le Patourel, and Charlotte Ryan (our pianists). 
Last Tuesday we were treated to a medley of Christmas carols played by Prouille’s wonderful 
String Ensemble which was ably lead by Kymberlee Street who also played a violin solo.  
To demonstrate her versatility she then played a piano solo as did Ryley Delmage, Veronica Vella, 
Maddison Bell, Max Griffin, Rebecca Latimer, Stephanie Sardinha and Sophia Digges, who also 
accompanied our audience in singing “Away in a Manger”.  Jasper Choi also showed his versatility 
by playing a carol on his flute. 
Thank you for all your support this year.  We look forward to next year’s new series. 

Moira Hutchinson & Janet Wise (Music Teachers) 
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School Disco - Thank You 

A HUGE THANK YOU to the amazing number of Parents who helped at the K-2 and 3-6 Discos 
on Friday night.  St Lucy©s Caretaker, Steve said "many hands make light work" and he wasn©t wrong.  
The evening was made so much easier with so many hands on deck - special mention to Sean Wright, 
who carted bag loads of rubbish over to Prouille - and to all the Dads who were happy to be "lackies" 
carting pizza boxes over to Prouille©s bins!  And to all the Mums who worked in the kitchen 
(thanks Debbie Johnson for getting the Nuggets fired up!), serving pizzas, door duty, selling Glo products 
(especially Aniuska Matkowski and Simone Quirk who worked long and hard on that one!).   
Thank you also to our "Disco Dancing Judges" Tanya Armstrong (K-2) and Philip Ledlin and Steve (3-6).  
A very hard task to perform given the huge amount of talent! 
If anyone©s daughter left behind a pair of Bonds crop socks - pink and white striped size 2-8, 
please let me know - they are washed and ready to be returned! 
Thanks again. 

Sally Asnicar 
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St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal  

The packing of hampers is to take place in the hall on Thursday 10th December.   

If you would like to assist in the delivery of the hampers, Mr David Brett has called 
for volunteer drivers to accompany him out to Whalan on Sunday 13th December.  
If you are interested in this, could you please complete the required form at the end 
of this newsletter and send it in as soon as possible, so I can forward your details 
onto David. 

Vanessa Dillon (R.E. Co-ordinator) 

Peruvian Handcraft Sales 

 
 
On behalf of the Sisters of Mercy in Peru, I would like to thank you for your generous support of the 
Candela mission.  $1457.25 was raised last week from the sale of the women’s work.  This money has 
been sent to the women of the shanty–town.  It will make such a difference as they continue 
their struggle to provide for their families.  The women are so grateful for the opportunity you have given 
them to earn a wage that is both fair and dignified. 
Over the past few years much has been done by the Sisters – a nutrition programme has been 
implemented for the pre-school children in Candela and a medical centre has been built to provide 
much needed assistance for the families of the town.  Next year we hope that fresh water will be 
available for all.  Without your support these things could not be possible. 
With thanks. 

Mary Rajca  

 

 

GARAGE SALE – SATURDAY 12 DECEMBER 

 

Tent, plants, baby items, equipment and high chair, doll high chair,  
kids & baby clothes,  bric-a-brac and necklaces for sale 

At Sally Oong’s parents’ residence, 33 Illoura Avenue, Wahroonga 
From 8,00 am – This Saturday 12 December 
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P&F News 

Hello Everyone! 
As the year draws to a close, we would like to acknowledge some recent (and up-coming) P&F activities. 
Firstly, thank you to all the families and staff who attended the picnic after the Andrew Chinn concert.  
What a wonderful concert and afternoon!!  Thank you also to St Lucy’s who provided us with such 
a great venue.  Congratulations to our Family Fun Raffle winners – we hope you enjoy your prizes during 
the holidays.  Thank you to the many families who bought raffle tickets.  After the cost of the ice creams 
and chips were deducted from the proceeds of ticket sales, we made just under $1,000 !!  This money 
will be used to support the first social event of 2010 (details below). 
Secondly, many of you will be aware of the recent discussions regarding the plans for Stage 1 in 2010, 
particularly, the possibility of combining years 1 and 2 into 3 classes.  A very special thank you to those 
parents who acted promptly following our requests to contact the Catholic Schools Office on 
this important issue.  The enormous response from parents in the form of emails and letters was heard 
very loudly by the CSO, who quickly reversed their earlier decision and provided additional funding 
for 4 classes in 2010.  This is a great result for our children (and staff) and your support is greatly 
appreciated.   It was heartening to know that as a P&F we can be the voice of our parents and 
make such a significant impact on the big issues for our children, families and staff. 
A BIG thank you to the people who assisted at the disco last week (and to those who will assist at the 
sausage sizzle this week).  A special thank you to Sally Asnicar who put in many hours arranging 
such a special evening for the kids.  Judging by the looks on all the faces, (and the tired faces as 
they left!)  they all loved it!!   Again, thank you to St Lucy’s for the use of their wonderful amenities. 
Finally, a date for your diaries.  Next year’s “Welcome Event” will be a family activity comprising a movie 
night and picnic at St Lucy’s.  More details will follow early next year, but for now please put 
Saturday 20 February 2010 at 5 pm in your diary. 
We thank you all for your support this year and look forward to working with all of you again next year. 

Angela Schulz and Jenny Bell (Co-Presidents) 
 
 
Community News 

·  CRICKET COACHING CLINICS – BOYS & GIRLS (5-16 YEARS)  
Experienced teachers & coaches; Skills & safety focus; Fruit supplied for morning tea; Written profile 
for each child; Clinics endorsed by Cricket NSW & Stephen Waugh 
Bankstown, Bankstown Oval  6-8 Jan 2010 - 9 am – 1 pm 
Parramatta, The King’s School 14-16 Dec 2009 - 9 am – 1 pm:11-12 Jan 2010 - 9 am – 3 pm: 
 18-19 Jan 2010 - 9 am – 3 pm 
Nth Sydney, North Sydney Oval No. 2    11-13 Jan 2010 – 9 am – 1 pm:  18-20 Jan 2010 – 9 am – 1 pm 
St Ives, Hassell Park 15-17 Dec 2009 – 9 am – 1 pm:  12-14 Jan 2010 – 9 am – 1 pm:
 19-21 Jan 2010 – 9 am – 1 pm 
Baulkham Hills, Ted Horwood Reserve 13-15 Jan 2010 – 9 am – 1 pm:  20-22 Jan 2010 9 am – 1 pm 
Bookings/Details:  0401 382 409 or 9489 8187  
Email:  geoff@cricketcoachingclinics.com.au 
Website:  www.cricketcoachingclinics.com.au 

·  Ku-ring-gai Council Vacation Care Program – Monday 4 January to Wednesday 27 January 
�  West Pymble Community Hall – Lofberg Road, West Pymble 
�  St Ives Kids Park Primary School – Acron Road, St Ives 
�  St Ives Memorial Hall – Memorial Avenue, St Ives. 
NEW!!! Pre- Christmas Care at West Pymble – For children 5-14 years  
From 8 am – 6 pm – Friday 18 December to Wednesday 23 December 2009 (inclusive) 
Note:  There are limited places available so please book early!  Further information 9424 0904. 
Pupil Free Day Care at West Pymble 25 & 27 January.  Bookings close Friday 18 December. 
Bookings – www.kmc.nsw.gov.au/schoolholidays 
 



 
 
 
 

DELIVERY OF CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to assist in the delivery of Christmas Hampers to the Whalan Community 

on Sunday 13th December. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name: _________________________________  Contact Number: ____________________ 

 


